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Modelers Retreat 2022

Superintendent Bulletin #5
Mid-April as I author this article
and the weather is acting like it is
mid November.
Reviewing the year so far, we have had a great year. Able to have
the Modeler’s Retreat in person was fantastic. The clinics and
displays were impressive. Thanks to the modelers who displayed
their modeling projects.
Coming up in May is two events. May 14th is our annual business
meeting. We will be electing a new Superintendent at this event.
That is right, I am stepping down after one two-year term. Now is
the time for modelers to think about taking a leadership position.
It is not difficult or time consuming and with our winter meetings
held on zoom, you do not have to leave your house to attend in
snowy conditions. Every organization needs new blood filtering in
to keep it vibrant. Try it, it is a great way to give back and meet
great modelers.
Then the following week, the Twin City Division will be hosting the
Thousand Lakes regional convention in Brainerd Minnesota.
Convention runs from Thursday May 19th thru Sunday May 22nd
at the Arrowwood Lodge. Regional conventions are a wonderful
place to learn innovative ideas and techniques from the clinics.
Finally, it is time to say goodbye to a long-time divisional officer.
Eric Boone our paymaster of 15 years is relocating to southern
Florida after accepting a new job in that area.
Eric besides keeping the books for us has also put on clinics
demonstrating his laser cutter and 3D printer. What great tools
for the hobbyist now, but alas those are going with him to
Florida. Eric good luck on your new adventures and stay
connected thru our zoom meetings.

As I sit here, snow flurries are swirling around the window when I am
really looking for signs of spring. So let’s start by celebrating the Twin
Cities Division Modelers Meet. I will give you a moment to settle down
from your wild cheering……. Great, I had a fun time and so many of you
told me that you did also. Fortunately, the weather cooperated, here a
month later, the weather is not nearly as nice. The Church had been
remodeled so it was brighter and had more light to see the model
displays. The presentations were outstanding. We only scheduled one
speaker at a time because we had such fantastic presenters and we
wanted to save time for you to participate in the other activities.

We were joined by the FreeMo group.
FreeMo is such a great way to
participate in the hobby. If you don’t
have a great deal of room in your house,
you can still build a module and spend
hours sharpening your modeling skills
for the large mega layout you might
build someday. You could also create a
module that represents a location or era
different from your home layout, just for
fun. You can take your modules out and
join with friends to create something big
and impressive which lets your models
stretch their legs on longer runs. Heck
the FreeMo bug even bit a S Scaler I
know who is going to builds own module
(in S Scale).
If FreeMo is a bit more space that you have available or you want to start
on a smaller focused way, I hope you looked at the T-Track operations that
were displayed. Hard to find a better entry point into building your hobby
that still gives you the opportunity to grow your interest and skills. Heck,
these are so easy to move around, you can transport a T-Track module on
the front seat of your Ferrari with ease.

Cont;
How amazingly fortunate that we have such talented people who will
prepare presentations for our Meet? They represent one of the great
things we have in the organization great modelers who are willing to share
and help us all grow in the hobby.
Finally, I want to highlight all of the people who brought models to
display. From long passenger trains to exquisitely detailed structures we
had it all. I was really gratified that so many folks heeded my request for
“work in process” models. I model in S Scale but the ideas and techniques I
saw I can use in my modeling. We will share some pictures in this issue but
if you missed it, don’t miss it next year.
Let’s look ahead to May. First we will have the TCD Annual Meeting. This
is where we get the organization ready for the future and you can be a part
of it. Some of old timers are ready to become mentors and let you have the
leadership roles. Because we have such a great community of modelers, it
is not a huge amount of work and there are a number of people around to
help. Come to the Jackson Street Roundhouse and join us for the May
meeting.
The Thousand Lakes Region Convention is coming to Brainerd May
19-22. Brainerd is a wonderful place to visit and it is less than 2 hours
north of the cities. We have a wonderful schedule of events and it is a great
time to join old friends and make new ones. The hotel has a nice waterpark,
restaurant and bar so it is a perfect meeting space for the Convention.
Hey, wait a minute… the snow has stopped swirling outside. The light
accumulation on the deck is melting could it be that winter will finally leave
us alone

More amazing
modeling efforts
from the
Modelers Retreat.

MikeEnglerMMR
Displayed
dioramas

David Hamilton MMR
brought this
scratch built gondola

Brian Machart and XXX XXX
discuss Operations
Dave Vos shared
his maps
of former rail lines

GregSmith displayed PassengertrainsoftheTwin Cities.

Have you been listening to our Divisions
Podcast,
The Crossing Gate?
The Crossing Gate Podcast crew will be recording a
podcast at the Modelers Retreat. This will take place in the
last hour on Saturday afternoon. The team will talk about
what they liked and saw at the Modelers Retreat.
You, as a guest, will also be able to join. A microphone for
the audience will be provided, and you can ask your

questions or make comments for the crew. This will not be
going out live but recorded for editing purposes. We hope
that you participate and have some fun comments about
model railroading.
We encourage you to download our podcast and tell
friends about it. The podcast is close to 20K downloads, and
we hope to do fifty shows. So bring your models, bring your
notebooks and bring your questions to the Twin Cities
Division Modelers Retreat. Our very own Railroad prototype
Modelers event.

Eventsinourarea
C&NWHS convention swap meet

Mayo Event Center,
May 22, 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
1. Civic Center Plaza, Mankato, MN,
$2 admission.
For more in formation: email DaveM1385@#Comcast.net
The first organized model railroad activity in Mankato in
recent history.
Twin City Model Railroad Museum Hobby Show and Sale
Saturday, May 7th, 2022 from 9 am to 2 pm
MN State Fairgrounds – Education Building
1265 Snelling Ave N
Falcon Heights, MN 55108
Operating layouts in several scales! Over 200 tables of new and used
scale models; Toy Trains HO, O, 027, N, S, & Z scale plus Antiques,
Admission for the show is $6.00 for ages 8 and up! Ages 7 and under are
FREE!
CBQ/BN
Whale-belly Cement
Hopper By
David Hamilton MMR

Get your event published in the
Crossing Gate. Send information to
TCDNMRA@Gmail.com or paste it on
our Facebook Group.

Photos from the Modelers Retreat

Please share your photos with us from the Modelers Retreat
On our facebook group or send them to the editor for publication

Modelers Retreat displays

All submissions
can be sent to:

TCDNMRA@
Gmail.com
Attn:
Crossing Gate
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