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Dennis  Rogers  -  Hiawatha  Valley  Division
Dennis's HO layout is set in the blufflands
along the Mississippi  in southern Minnesota.
The era is the late 60's.

The layout fills the basement (approx. 25x25)
with over 300' of mainline. It’s multileveled
and has two helixes  allowing for some awe-
some continuous running. Most visible track is
handlaid code 70.

Dennis's layout is in the middle stages of con-
struction. so you’ll get a chance to see what
goes into constructing a large layout. He’s

also incorporated an electronic controller to handle switching duties of all 52 turnouts.

Dennis is considering moving, so he’s looking at ways to salvage sections of the layout
for a new location. He appears to know his stuff as this won't be the first time he’s
moved!

Incidentally, Dennis will be taking over the editorship of  THE CROSSING GATE as of the
next issue.

This year's Fall Tour will focus on two TCD members with unique layouts located in the north-central part of the Twin Cities.

Since this is the beginning of the modeling season most of us are starting to think about model railroad projects. With that notion, the Fall
Tour theme is based on planning and construction of a model railroad. Both of our hosts are accomplished model railroaders that have built
large layouts which are in transition.

Here’s a great opportunity to ask questions about layout planning and construction from guys who have been there and done that before.
Although their layouts aren't complete, they both have loads of very well modeled motive power and rolling stock to go along with many fin-
ished areas of scenery. -Neil

Bill  Schimmelman  -  Santa  Fe  and  others
Bill, on the other hand, is having a "scale crisis."  Like many modelers I know, Bill is chang-
ing from HO to O scale.The reasons are as diverse as the modelers themselves, but this
hobby is all about having fun, so do whatever works for you!

Bill is in the process of planning and converting his large (approx.
20x30) HO  layout into a similar O scale version. He plans to use
most of the scenery and many of the HO structures in forced per-
spective. He’s very interested in sound and animation, and in O
scale the possibilities are limitless . Bill will have many examples to
share.

Bill is an accomplished modeler (he’s earned the NMRA Master
Builder - Motive Power certificate) and has either scratchbuilt
or kit bashed many steam and diesel locomotives. A visit just

to see his vast array of engines and rolling stock is well worth the time. Bill also indi-
cated that he’ll be selling off a large share of his HO scale stuff so here is a chance to
preview it!

As a bonus, Bill will also operate a 1-1/2" scale layout in his backyard if weather permits.
If you aren't aware, Bill also has a passion for large scale! 

Saturday, November 12, 2005 - 1:00 pm to 5:00 pm
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Your Layout Tour Director needs help!
Applications are being accepted for an assistant position to help with set-
ting up layout tours. Here's your opportunity to see first hand what the
model railroading community in the Twin Cities has to offer!

Please seriously consider volunteering some of your time to continue
making the activities of the TCD a success.

Let your TCD Layout Director know if you are interested.Thanks!  (See
sidebar on page 2 for contact info.)
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llow the rules! TCDivision members ONLY, plus only 1 guest  Be ready to show your TCD membership card Sign the guest-
e courteous!  Don’t arrive before 1:00 p.m. Leave coats outside the layout area (save the scenery!)  No smoking, please
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Have a tip, hint, trick or technique you think is the greatest... or at least pretty good? Share it!  We
don’t care if it’s original, someone told it to you, or you read it somewhere, let us hear about it!

I saw this on Neal Horning's layout during a
tour at the Cincinnati Limited Convention in
2005: If you light your layout with fluorescents,
buy clear plastic fluorescent tube protectors
and spray one side of them with black paint,
leaving the other side clear. When you want to
tone-down the lighting on the layout for a tour,

Here’s one from TCD member Les Breuer:
Use commercial ladder stock as support
brackets for brake lever platforms on boxcars
and reefers. Cut it with flush-cutting pliers so
that the piece is "U" shaped (i.e. one rung and
two sides) and bend the rung part of the "U"
to match the angle of the brackets.

op session, or "dusk" running, rotate the clear
tube protector towards the spray painted side.
Rotate them back to the clear side when
you're working on the layout. This is a very
neat trick.

To make easy loads for flatcars, gondolas or
road trucks, save the bubbles from blister
packs that parts and screws come in. Paint
them with Floquil black, brown, gray, etc.
Cover with single-ply tissue or "dryer sheets"
and then soak the sheet with paint thinner.
Enough will bleed through to color the "tarp"
and the solvent-based paint will also warp it
nicely so it's not too regular.
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Next meetings: 
November 10, December 8,
and January 12 at 7:00 pm.
(Check our website for any
last minute changes.)

Where:
Maplewood Moose Lodge
1946 English Street
Maplewood, MN

N

Beaumont’s Quality Tools
3539 West 44th Street
Minneapolis, MN 55410
(612) 922-1954

Becker's Model Railroad Supply
2166 Silver Lake Road
New Brighton, MN 55112
(651) 635-9480
http://members.aol.com/wcbecker

Dad's Trains 
2647 Co Rd 22 NW
Alexandria, MN 56308
(320) 763-6545
bryants4@rea-alp.com

Douglas Designs
4120 Yosemite Ave. S.
St. Louis Park, MN 55416
952-926-7164

Hobbytown USA
7916 Brooklyn Park Blvd.
Brooklyn Park, MN 55445
(763) 424-5900
http://www.hobbytown.com/zcl/

detail.html?zcl_info_id=14

Hobbytown USA
11319 Highway 7
Minnetonka, MN 55305
(952) 931-2262
http://www.hobbytown.com/zcl/

detail.html?zcl_info_id=15 

Hobbytown USA
1750 Weir Drive
Woodbury, MN  55125
(651) 702-0355
http://www.hobbytown.com/zcl/

detail.html?zcl_info_id=73 

Hobby Zone
1960 Cliff Lake Road Suite 115
Eagan, MN 55122
(651) 905-9523
http://hobbyzone.com

Hub Hobby Center
82 Minnesota Ave.
Little Canada, MN 55117
(651) 490-1675
http://hubhobbycenter.com

Hub Hobby Center
6416 Penn Avenue S
Richfield, MN 55423
(612) 866-9575
http://hubhobby.com

III Rail Trains
535 Northdale Blvd. NW
Coon Rapids, MN 55448
(763) 767-9545

Minnesota Transportation Museum
193 Pennsylvania Ave. E.
St. Paul, MN 55101
(651) 228-0263
http://www.mtmuseum.org

The N Shop
3956 Lyndale Avenue N
Minneapolis, MN 55412
(612) 521-8909

Northern Scale Models
PO Box 27354
Minneapolis, MN 55427
(763) 475-0647
http://www.northernscale.com/

Only Trains
7780 State Highway 55
Rockford, MN 55373
(763) 477-6186 or (800) 789-5738

Osceola & St. Croix Valley Railway
P.O. Box 176
114 Depot RD
Osceola,WI 54020
715-755-3570
http://www.trainride.org

Osseo Train World
340 Central Avenue
Osseo, MN 55369
(763) 425-7171

Prairie Works Productions
6300 Sequoia Circle
Eden Prairie, MN 55346
http://www.prairie-works.com

Scale Model Supplies
458 Lexington Parkway
Saint Paul, MN 55104
(651) 646-7781
http://www.scalemodelsupplies.com

Steve's Train City
912 Main Street
Hopkins, MN 55343
(952) 933-0200

The listings in bold are sponsors of the Twin Cities Division. Show them your support!
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